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Takashi HOMMA, Symphony - mushrooms from the forest

Inspired by the Ed Ruscha series Coloured People, Japanese photographer Takashi Homma’ s visited forests on three
continents to search for radioactive mushrooms. The mushrooms—gathered in Scandinavia, Fukushima, Chernobyl and
Stony Point—were photographed in front of a white background, with occasional photographs from the forests and views
that Homma encountered during his hunt. The forest is one of earth’ s most primal habitats; in the modern age, it is us

who maintain and care for the forest.
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“Just under 70% of the available land in Scandinavia is covered with forests, almost the same as in Japan. Further, the
people living here enjoy a “freedom to roam,” which guarantees the right to enter into any forest, regardless of who it is
owned by, and collect mushrooms and berries as long as no harm or damage is caused. If you visit markets in Scandinavia
between summer and fall, you will find stands filled with yellow chanterelles ready to be sold. Most Scandinavians,
however, are used to going into the woods to forage for mushrooms and berries. In 1986, the nuclear accident in
Chernobyl occurred. The wind blew to the north-west, and two days after the accident five percent of the total radioactive
material released during the Chernobyl disaster fell down over Sweden. Excluding the former Soviet countries, Sweden
suffered the worst radioactive pollution of all European countries. The Swedish government immediately regulated the

consumption of wild mushrooms and berries as well as meat from reindeer and moose. Reindeer meat, by the way, is a

staple food of the native Sami people living in northern Scandinavia.” — from Takashi Homma’ s afterword
Takashi HOMMA

Photographer. Born 1962 in Tokyo, Japan. Held his first solo museum exhibition, New
Documentary, in three museums in Japan from 2011 to 2012. Has published numerous
photography books, including Tanoshii shashin: Yoiko no tame no shashinshitsu (Tokyo:
Heibonsha, 2009) and Tanoshii shashin 3: Wakushoppu-hen (Tokyo: Heibonsha, 2014).
Currently a guest professor at the Tokyo Zokei University Graduate School.
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Symphony - mushrooms from the forest

Photographed by Takashi Homma
Book size: 328 x 258 x H25 mm
Pages: 296
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Binding: Softcover/Hardcover
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